
 
 

 
April 3rd, 2017 

 
 
Dear Neighbors: 
 
2016 once again saw the level of membership hit an all-time high, with 217 
households currently in good standing. Unfortunately, there are 56 households that 
still fail to see the benefit they obtain from our beach, dock, floats and mooring 
field, all of which enhance their real estate values. I have written to each of them 
separately, and will post the letter on our website once sent. 
 
I make no apologies for dwelling on this subject since, as I wrote last year, we are 
facing the largest expenditure in our 108 years’ history, with the reconstruction of 
our Northern bulkhead. At the time of writing, we have estimates from 4 of the 5 
contractors that we had asked to bid; the lowest estimate, not including 
contingencies, is over $130,000. This will eliminate the reserve that we have built 
up since hurricane Sandy.  
 
Looking ahead, we are going to have to replace the Southern bulkhead, in the next 
5 or 6 years. If we could replace both bulkheads at the same time, there would be a 
substantial cost saving, as well as less disruption to our membership. The amount 
owed by the 56 not in good standing currently exceeds $110,000, without interest 
charges. This amount would almost pay for the bulkhead! However, at present, we 
will only be awarding the contract for the Northern bulkhead, since your board is 
reluctant to impose a ‘special assessment’ to cover the cost of this bulkhead.  
 
 
On a lighter note, our Memorial and Independence Day parties were both well 
attended, but we had to cancel our Labor Day party due to inclement weather, as 
well as the barge party. My sincere thanks go out to all those Board members, their 
wives and others who worked so hard on your behalf to keep this tradition going.  
I would also like to thank those of you, whose generous contributions enabled us to 
raise over $15,000 for the family of Victor Chamul, our beach “manager” 
following the untimely death of his son Wilmer, last November. 
 



A note about using our beach. As you will remember we raised the annual 
membership by $35 last year [the first increase in over 10 years] so that we could 
provide an element of “security” as well as curtail the use of our facilities by non-
members. This was successful, as there were no significant acts of vandalism or 
major disorders; furthermore, over the course of the Summer, several hundred non-
members were prevented from accessing the beach and dock, or were politely 
asked to leave. This year it is our intention to add additional lighting and cameras.  
Please read our beach regulations; here is an extract: ‘swimming is NOT permitted 
and people who do swim, do so at their own risk. There is no paid Life Guard on 
duty. Parents will be responsible for the safety and conduct of their children. No 
children under the age of 13 years shall be allowed on the Beach unless 
accompanied by a parent who is a Member. No one, Member or guest, under the 
age of 21 years shall be allowed on the Beach after twilight unless accompanied by 
a parent who is a Member.’ 
 
 
Your 2017 invoice is enclosed and I would ask that you pay it promptly, since 
sending out reminders is both time consuming and costly; the late payment fee will 
be enforced. Please also ensure that we have your correct email address[s] and 
contact telephone numbers. These are for our use only, with PWEA 
communications advising members of matters of interest such as parties, lost pets, 
regulation changes etc. Once again, I would ask that you make sure that our email 
is in your address book, so that you receive our notices and they do not go into 
spam. [We would respectfully suggest that you avoid using corporate email 
addresses, unless you check your spam on a regular basis]: 
list@portwashingtonestates.org 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Memorial Day Party, down at the beach on 
Monday May 29th at 12:00 noon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Gavin Pike 
President – PWEA. 
 
PS. Two 2017 Beach Access stickers are enclosed, for your use only. Please place 
them inside your car [passenger window, drivers side].  Cars not displaying these, 
will NOT be allowed to park on the beach. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


