
 
 

 
March 2016 

 
 
Dear Neighbors: 
 
2015 saw the level of membership hit an all-time high, with 211 households in 
good standing. Sadly 66 households fail to see the benefit they obtain from our 
beach, dock, floats and mooring field, all of which enhance their real estate values. 
I hope that they will ask themselves if it’s fair for most of their neighbors to bear 
the burden of maintaining those values, while they decline to do so. 
 
To continue on this subject, to date PWEA has not charged interest on the arrears, 
since we started enforcing member’s obligation to pay the mandatory fees 
associated with their property in the 2013 membership year. We had hoped that the 
civic spirit, which is one commodity that exists in great abundance in Port, would 
kick in. Unfortunately, this has not proved to be the case, and your Board is 
looking at options that will motivate payment sooner rather than later. This is 
particularly important at this moment in time, since we are faced with the largest 
expenditure in our 105 year’s history, the replacement of our Northern bulkhead. 
 
In March 1971 Donald Danilek, then President, wrote as follows: 
 
“In 1969, when I was first elected to the Board and this office, our North bulkhead 
had been destroyed. The Board pinched a little and was able to repair the bulkhead 
at a net cost of $100. During the winter 1969-70, our bulkhead was again destroyed 
and we lost several offshore pilings due to the heavy ice flow. Unfortunately, we 
had to build a new bulkhead and restore these pilings at a cost $6000. This cost 
wiped out the contingency reserve fund which had been set up for this purpose.” 
 
46 years later and we have to replace the Northern bulkhead again. Once the 
permits are in place and the engineer’s drawings finalized, we will be putting the 
contract out to tender. Sadly, it seems unlikely that we will see any change from 
$100,000, and our reserve will be eliminated. Barge operators still have a backlog 
of work from Sandy, and prices have risen sharply in consequence. 
 



 
 
Another extract from March 1971: 
 
“In 1968, certain disorders at the beach caused the Board to establish a guard 
service during the summer to protect members’ and the Association’s property on 
the beach. This service was continued in 1969 and 1970. The Board felt it was 
worth the cost.” 
 
As those of you that attended our AGM in October heard, your Board voted to put 
security in place this year for similar reasons, as well as to curtail the use of our 
facilities by non-members.  This has a cost attached to it, and for the first time in 
over 10 year’s dues will be raised $35 to $335 for regular members in good 
standing. This takes me back to the beginning and the need for all those that live 
within Port Washington Estates to pay their annual dues.   
 
On a lighter note, our Memorial, Independence and Labor Day parties were all well 
attended and we plan to repeat the highly successful Barge Party in September. My 
sincere thanks go out to all those Board members, their wives and others who 
worked so hard on your behalf to keep this tradition going. 
 
Your 2016 invoice is enclosed and I would ask that you pay it promptly, since 
sending out reminders is time consuming, costly and the late payment fee will be 
enforced. Please also ensure that we have your correct email address[s] and contact 
telephone numbers. These are for our use only, with PWEA communications 
advising members of matters of interest such as parties, lost pets, regulation 
changes etc. Make sure that our email is in your address book, so that you receive 
our notices and they do not go into spam: list@portwashingtonestates.org 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Memorial Day Party, down at the beach on 
Monday May 30th at 12:00 noon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gavin Pike 
President – PWEA. 
 
PS. Two 2016 Beach Access stickers are enclosed, for your use only. Please place 
them inside your car [passenger window, drivers side].  Cars not displaying these, 
will NOT be allowed to park on the beach. 
 
 




